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(DOD €4-125)

A Bill, "To amend further tho Missing Porsons Act, as amended."

Speeial Explanation for the Burcau of the Budget

The current azuthority under the lissing Persons Act, as amended,
9 'b cxpires July 1, 1955. The attached legislative prooosal which would
IO & amend and mike permanent the iissing Porsons Act is submitted 238 a
¥y part of the Department of Defense Legislative Program for 1955.

The purposc of this proposcd Missi g Persons leglslation is to
provide permancnt authority for the hcads of military or other Govern-
ment departments to (1) continue the pay and allowances of military
and civilian nersonnel during pcriods of absenecc from their posts of
duty whilc in a missing status; (2) provido, at Government cxpense,
for thc movement of dependents and storage and transportation of the
houschold and pcrsonal cffcets of an individual in 2 missing status;

(3) initiate and discontinue allowanccs for the dependents of such
nissing personncl; and (4) make prosumptive findings of decath and
other determinations under ccrtain circumstences. In addition, the
proposal would cxtend the bonefits of the Missing Persons Aet to in-
clude part-time, hourly, and intermittent cmployccs of the Government
during such timc as they may be assigned to duties in Alaska or outside
the continental United Stetes. Native employecs who are residents of
the placcs of their employment 1lso would be extended the benefits of
thc proposcd act if the department head concerned detcrmines that the
missing status was the proximate result of cmployment by tho dcpartment.
7 K‘ The proposal also would cxtend to any military member whilo in a missing
' ' status, normal promotion opportunitics, The proposod legislation would
be reotroactive to coineide with the offcetive date of the Seloctive
Sorvice Act of 1948 (Junc 24, 1948).

The Department of Defcnse on October 5, 1953, submitted to the
Burcau of the Fudget, propescd legislation similar to the attached pro-
posal, The Burcau of the Budget, by letter dated Junc 1, 1954, and by
further advices given in 2 conference on September 1, 1954, conditionally
clcarcd the proposal of Octoboer 5, 1953, subjcct to adoption of a sub-
stitutc draft of scction 1(c) of the bill concerning transportation,
sterage, the sale of certain personyl property of an individual in a
missing status when an emergency cxists, and cxtension of coverage undor
the proposcd Act to inelude persons on treining duty who onter a missing
status as 2 rcsult of performance of preseribed duty ordcred by com-
petent zuthority.

The attached draft of bill adopts the advices of the Burcau of tho
Budgct of Junc 1, 1954, and Scptember 1, 1954. In additien to minor
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tcehnical changes, scetion 1(c) of the attached draft of bill would
limit the discretionary authority granted the hsad of the department
concerned, where the sile of person:l property of an individual in 2
migsing status is involved, by the rcquirement thot, if practic.ble,
a reasonable coffort shall be made to determine the desircs of the
intercsted persons prior to any such s-le, Whilc your previous 2d-
vices in regard to this proposnl did not recommend such a limltation
upon thc discretionary zuthority of thc hend of the department con-
ccrned with the sale of personal property of 2 missing person, it is
. belicved appropriatc that such a limit-tion be included in the bill,

1 Attachnent
Droft of bill
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